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Victor McElhaney to be Honored at 19th Annual Art + Soul Oakland 
New Emerging Artists Stage to be Dedicated in Loving Memory of “Oakland’s son” 

  

Oakland, CA – Art + Soul Oakland will honor the memory of Victor McElhaney, son of Clarence and Lynette McElhaney, 
Oakland City Councilmember, by dedicating a new Emerging Artists Stage in his name at the 19th annual festival this 
weekend in downtown Oakland.  The dedication ceremony will be held with the McElhaney family on day one of the 
festival, Saturday, July 27, 2019, at 3:15 p.m. The stage and program ─ curated by the Oakland Public Conservatory of 
Music (OPC) ─ will run this Saturday, July 27 and Sunday, July 28 , located on 12th & Clay in the heart of the Oakland’s 
flagship arts & culture festival. 
 
An immensely talented drummer, Victor joined the OPC musical family at age 10 and was a founding member of the 
Frederick Douglass Youth Ensemble, the organization’s pre-professional ensemble that debuted at Art + Soul in 2009. 
Confirmed headliners on the new Victor McElhaney Emerging Artists Stage are Jonah Melvon featuring Adesha ─ 
R&B/conscious hip hop artists and siblings from Oakland on Saturday ─ and on Sunday, Victor’s Village, a special 
showcase featuring musicians who loved and worked with Victor, curated by Bay Area hip hop artists SOL Development. 
Also on the program are emerging talents Union de la Bahia, Ajai Kasim, Sean Huang Ensemble, and The Void on 
Saturday; Barbara Deveaux, Genius Wesley, Jayla Hernandez, and Oaktown Jazz Workshops on Sunday.  
 
“Victor was a very special son of Oakland,” said Angela Wellman, Founding Director of OPC, who mentored Victor and is 
close with the McElhaney family. “He believed that music has the power to heal and nurture hope. That legacy will live 
on through the musicians featured on this stage who, like Victor, are striving to use their music to change the world.” 
 
Victor joined the OPC family of young musicians when he was 10 years old, and according to Wellman “was one of the 
children who MUST have music,” adding that he was a rare example of a young man committed to excellence on many 
levels. Wellman added that throughout his 10 years as a student and mentor to younger musicians at OPC, Victor 
inspired students and teachers alike to “see, understand, and embrace the healing power of music, and helped his peers 
understand the musician’s role as arbiters of peace and unification.” 
 
Of Victor, drummer Carl Allen said, “Victor saw the music as a vehicle to connect with his community. He wanted to use 
his gift for more than just playing music, it was about bringing people together. He understood the musician’s civic 
responsibility with this gift that we have. We have a responsibility to him and to carry forth this vision, as well.” 

The full lineup for the Victor McElhaney Emerging Artists Stage includes: 

Saturday, July 27 

Jonah Melvon featuring Adesha 
Jonah Melvon and Adesha are R&B/conscious hip hop artists and siblings, where home is Oakland. Soul is what they 
embody in every genre of life. Now touring on their new album "RainWater Project", they bring words of empowerment,  
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equity, healing, and love to audiences worldwide. They have performed with Miguel, Goapele, Ledisi, EPMD, and Black 
Eyed Peas, to name a few. 
 
Union de la Bahia 
The brainchild of Oakland-based Afro-Cuban trombonist Obrayan Calderon, the group brings a new flavor with Cuba's 
Timba style of music which has Salsa and R&B influences, blended with the kind of F-U-N-K found only in the Bay Area. 
Comprised of Bay Area-based musicians originally from Puerto Rico, Mexico, Cuba, and the USA, Union de la Bahia 
(Union of the Bay) is a true reflection of Afro-Latin music. 
 
Ajai Kasim 
Ajai Kasim is a consummate artist. From a very early age he showed signs of creativity with his drawing and art making 
skills. Be it poetry, dance, visual arts, fashion design, music production, or MC’n, Ajai covers myriad forms of expression. 
The creative process is a personal one that results in poignant stories over eclectic, jazz-laden hip hop from a live band, 
and R&B tracks that together connect listeners to Ajai’s stories. He has become one of the most sought after young 
performers for the Bay Area's summer music festivals. 
 
Sean Huang Ensemble 
Sean Huang is a growing presence in the Bay Area music scene.  He has played with Grupo Falso Baino, harpist Destiny 
Muhammed, and Edgar Pantoja's Afro-Cuban Tribe.  His independent groups have been all over the East Bay.  Pushing 
his own limits, he never forgets his roots and always searches for what it means to be a musician. Sean will front a 
talented five-piece ensemble also featuring: 

Isiah Harwood, at age 15, is already three years into his Bachelor's degree in music at the California Jazz Conservatory 
(CJC).  Winner of Jazz Search West, he has played in venues such as Yoshi’s and Black Cat. 

Ben Esposito found his passion for drums at age eight.  In the All State Jazz Band and CJC Jazz studio band, he continues 
his studies at DePaul University's School of Music. 

Shanth Gopalswamy started guitar at nine years old.  In seven years he would be a member of the SFJazz All-Stars, 
touring as far as Brazil. Director of two school combos, he continues his jazz studies at Northwestern University. 

Aidan McCarthy, entering is junior year in high school, has played in the top combo of Lafayette Jazz Workshop and the 
advanced high school jazz workshop at CJC.  He has performed with the Jazzschool summer intensive, a rigorous 
program that features select young musicians.   

The Void  
The Void is a Jazz Fusion band from Oakland, CA. Members, Ben Ard (Drums), Malcom Best (Alto Sax), Johnny Kaster 
(Piano) and Jack Riley (Bass) are currently 10th graders at Oakland Technical High School and have been playing together 
since the 6th grade. In addition to playing in The Void the members also play in the Oakland Eastside All Star Ensemble 
and the Oakland Tech Jazz Band. The Void performs all over the Bay Area at local festivals, community events and 
private parties. 

Sunday, July 28  

Victor’s Village  
Curated by SOL Development 
For the festival, Oakland’s SOL Development is curating a very special program featuring local musicians who loved and 
worked with Victor McElhaney. Confirmed artists to date include Kev Choice, Jennifer Johns, and Dame Drummer - more 
to be announced. SOL Development (Source of Light), mirrors Nina Simone’s quintessential words: an artist’s duty is to 
reflect the times. The band offers music to illuminate today’s cultural and political climate, matching it with a sound that 
allows the listener to feel empowered in finding their own activism and healing. 
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Barbara Deveaux 
The 18 year-old, singer-songwriter and Vocal Music Alumni from Oakland School for the Arts, Barbara Deveaux has had 
the privilege of performing with Daveed Diggs, Patrice Rushen, Kehlani, and many more. She is currently studying for her 
Bachelors of Music in Musical Theater at Baldwin Wallace University. 
 
Genius Wesley  
Born in Oakland, 17-year-old Genius Wesley has already had the privilege of playing and studying with musicians such as 
Patrice Rushin, Bill Bell, Faye Carol, Sean Jones, Rodney Franklin, Teodross Avery, Marcus Shelby, and Howard Wiley. In 
2018, he was a finalist in Jazz Search West.  
 
Jayla Hernandez 
A student at Oakland School for the Arts, Jayla Hernández infuses Oakland Soul with developing artistry. The band’s 
sound has influences of various Jazz eras that embody the beautiful essence of black music. Jayla started drumming at 
age 7 at home in West Oakland which is steeped in Blues and Jazz heritage. She has performed at numerous Bay Area 
venues, including Yoshi’s, Freight & Salvage, The New Parish, Monterey Jazz Festival, and the Fox Theater. 
 
Oaktown Jazz Workshops 
The Oaktown Jazz Workshops’ Performance Ensemble features young musicians ages 12-18 performing a variety of 
exciting and challenging jazz classics.  The nonprofit’s year-round after school program passes on the language and 
traditions of jazz from professional master musicians to the next generation.  
 
Art + Soul Oakland 2019 welcomes home two-time Grammy® winner Fantastic Negrito who will co-headline along with 
Grammy® winning R&B artist Estelle. The festival’s powerful something-for-everyone lineup also features Oakland 
favorites Agape Soul, Grammy® nominees Alphabet Rockers, a parade with SambaFunk! and more. The annual 
Community of Unity Gospel Stage returns on Saturday, the West Coast Blues Society Showcase heats up the stage for 
Fantastic Negrito on Sunday, and back-by-popular demand, Jazz Mafia returns with an all-star local lineup on Sunday.  
 
Other highlights include the high-flying annual Turf Dance Battle presented by Yak to the Bay on Saturday; World/Urban 
Dance Showcase presented by Oakland’s Dance-a-Vision on Sunday; the crowd-pleasing Kinetic Arts Center circus 
stage; a huge Family Fun Zone jam-packed with interactive arts, carnival, bouncy houses and more; hundreds of 
handcrafted art and artifacts at the festival’s annual Artisan Marketplace; scores of food vendors cooking up everything 
from down-home BBQ to global and fusion cuisine; plus beer, wine, and specialty cocktails.  
 
Art + Soul Oakland 2019 takes place in downtown Oakland Saturday, July 27 and Sunday, July 28, from noon to 6 p.m., 
centered in and around Frank H. Ogawa Plaza. Advance tickets are available online for just $12 Adults and $6 Seniors (65 
& older). Festival Goers can save even more with two-day tickets available through advance purchase only. At the door, 
admission will be $15 Adults and $9 Seniors (65 & older). Ages 18 and under enjoy free admission (no ticket required).  
 
Art + Soul Oakland 2019 is Northern California’s most accessible festival with direct service via both BART’s 12th Street 
City Center station and AC Transit, in addition to $5 parking in the adjacent City Center West Garage, 12th Street at 
Martin Luther King Jr., Way. Free attended bicycle parking will be available (please bring your own lock). 
 
Art + Soul Oakland 2019 is produced by Heart of the Town Events in association with the City of Oakland and Oakland 
Central. For tickets and information, including the 2019 lineup, visit www.ArtandSoulOakland.com or call 510-550-4804.  

# # #   MEDIA CONTACT:  Samee Roberts, Executive Producer, Art + Soul Oakland, 510-550-4804, ext. 1 or  

   samee@heartofthetownevents.org 

   Editor’s Note: Images for editorial use are available via email through the media contact listed above or  
   download at http://artandsouloakland.com/news 
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