
 

 
 Art + Soul Oakland 

July 27 & 28, 2019 
Downtown Oakland | ArtandSoulOakland.com  

  

 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
July 11, 2019 

Grammy® Winners Fantastic Negrito and Estelle to Headline 
19th Annual Art + Soul Oakland 

Beloved East Bay Festival Revs up Downtown Oakland July 27 & 28 
  
 

Oakland, CA – Oakland’s beloved 19th annual festival welcomes home two-time Grammy® winner Fantastic Negrito 
who will co-headline along with Grammy® winning R&B artist Estelle. The festival’s powerful something-for-everyone 
lineup also features Oakland favorites Agape Soul, SOL Development, Jonah Melvon, Grammy® nominees Alphabet 
Rockers, a parade with SambaFunk! and more. The annual Community of Unity Gospel Stage returns on Saturday, the 
West Coast Blues Society Showcase heats up the stage for Fantastic Negrito on Sunday, and back-by-popular demand, 
Jazz Mafia returns with an all-star local lineup on Sunday. Also, a new Emerging Artists Stage curated by the Oakland 
Public Conservatory of Music will be dedicated in loving memory of Victor McElhaney. Art + Soul Oakland will be held 
Saturday, July 27 and Sunday, July 28, 2019, from noon to 6:00 p.m. in happening downtown Oakland.  
 
The festival’s 2019 lineup can be found at www.artandsouloakland.com. 
 
Other highlights include the high-flying annual Turf Dance Battle presented by Yak to the Bay on Saturday; World/Urban 
Dance Showcase presented by Oakland’s Dance-a-Vision on Sunday; the crowd-pleasing Kinetic Arts Center circus 
stage; a huge Family Fun Zone jam-packed with interactive arts, carnival, bouncy houses and more; hundreds of 
handcrafted art and artifacts at the festival’s annual Artisan Marketplace; scores of food vendors cooking up everything 
from down-home BBQ to global and fusion cuisine; plus beer, wine, and specialty cocktails featuring Effen Vodka, a 
festival sponsor (21 & over).      
   

Art + Soul 2019 Performances 

Saturday, July 27: 

Art + Soul Main Stage 

Headliner: Estelle 

The most enduring love stories often repeat themselves during different times, at different places, and in different 
people. As Estelle built the framework for her fifth full-length album, the multiplatinum GRAMMY®Award-winning UK 
singer, songwriter, actress, and humanitarian realized a pattern. Her own relationship experiences bore a subtle  
resemblance to those of her Senegalese mother and Grenadian father who “got together, had children, broke up, found 
each other again twenty years later, and happily married a decade after.” Sharing her personal life without a filter, the 
process continued a long tradition of sharp straight talk. 

 

http://www.artandsouloakland.com/


 
 
 
On the heels of her acclaimed 2004 debut The 18th Day, Estelle soared to international prominence on 2008’s Shine. The 
lead single, “American Boy” featuring Kanye West, won a 2009 GRAMMY® and double-platinum certification. She 
released the follow-up All of Me in 2012, and the single “Thank You” received a GRAMMY® nomination for “Best R&B 
Performance.” 2015’s True Romance yielded the smash “Conqueror.”  
 
An entrepreneur and activist, Estelle launched her own online boutique while also establishing the All of Me Foundation 
which grants college scholarships and opportunities abroad.   
 
Warming up the main stage for Estelle will be acclaimed Bay Area hip hop/R&B artists SOL Development and popular 
Oakland R&B/neo soul group Agape Soul. Also performing will be Oakland’s Grammy®- nominated multiracial, multiage 
hip hop crew Alphabet Rockers who spark a high-energy, intergenerational conversation about the world through music 
and dance.   
  

Gospel Stage 

 
Art + Soul’s tremendously popular Gospel Showcase ─ curated by A Community of Unity ─ is the only one of its kind 
among Bay Area music festivals. Darnell Davis & Remnant will headline a rousing revue that is certain to inspire. The 
ever-popular showcase also features Lawrence Matthews & Friends, Derrick Hall & Co., Terrance Kelly & Oakland 
Interfaith Gospel Choir, Pastor Botiwa Jackson & Restored, Leonard Bailey & Friends, Jonathan Johnson, Doris Bumpus, 
Dale Anthony & Faith Out Loud, Quinese, and the Community of Unity Choir.  

Sunday, July 28: 
 
Art + Soul Main Stage 
Headliner: Fantastic Negrito 
 
Fantastic Negrito is the incarnation of a musician who is reborn after going through a lot of awful stuff.  In fact, the 
name Fantastic Negrito represents his third rebirth, literally coming back from death this time. The narrative on the man 
is as important as his sound, because the narrative is the sound. Songs born from a long hard life channeled through 
black roots music. Slide guitar, drums, piano. Urgent, desperate, edgy. Fantastic Negrito is the story of a man who 
struggled to “make it”, who “got it”, who lost it all, and somehow managed to find his way back. 
 
Returning to music in 2014 by playing on the streets of Oakland, Fantastic Negrito won the inaugural NPR Tiny Desk 
contest. In 2016 he released his debut full length album, The Last Days of Oakland, which went on to win a Grammy® for 
Best Contemporary Blues Album. And this year he won a second Grammy® in the same category, for his critically 
acclaimed release Please Don't Be Dead. 
 
When you listen to Fantastic Negrito, you’re invited to hear the story of life after destruction. Each song is a real story 
about a musician who experienced the highs of a million dollar record deal, the lows of a near fatal car accident that left 
him in a coma, and is now in the midst of a rebirth that took him from the streets of Oakland to the Grammy® stage.  
 
Firing up the stage for Oakland’s newest Blues star will be the West Coast Blues Society annual festival showcase with 
veteran musicians Ira Walker, Fillmore Slim, Willie G., Terrible Tom, Bobby Young, Jock Shock, and Karl Bracy; Oakland 
Blues Divas featuring Baby Bee, De Jeana, Margie, Xymphoni, and Earnestine; as well as a tribute to the legendary Johnny 
“Guitar” Watson.  It’s all blues, all day Sunday on the Art + Soul main stage! 
 
 

Jazz Mafia Stage 
 



 
Jazz Mafia brought it to the 2018 festival with an eclectic, rousing lineup of top local talent, and this year promises to be 
another amazing show. The Bay Area’s premier Future Music collective’s stage will come alive with Heaviest Feather 
featuring TNT (Trance Thompson, Tym Brown & Nataly Wright), Jazz Mafia Bay Revue – a 10 piece band featuring guest 
vocalists/MCs including Tiffany Austin, Mani Draper, RyanNicole, Deuce Eclipse, Aima The Dreamer, and Dakini Star; 
Jazz Mafia Choral Syndicate directed by Trance Thompson ─ a 20-piece All-Star Funk/Soul/Gospel Chorus plus Hive, a 
group of vocalists/music educators making music with just their voices and some crazy sound effects - all while trying to 
make the world a better place. DJ Lady Fingaz will also perform.  
 

Both Days – Saturday July 27 and Sunday July 28: 
 

Emerging Artists Stage  
In Memory of Victor McElhaney 
 
Art + Soul has partnered with Angela Wellman, Founding Director of the Oakland Public Conservatory of Music (OPC), to 
present two days of music performed by emerging artists in loving memory of the late Victor McElhaney, son of Oakland 
City Councilmember Lynette McElhaney. An immensely talented drummer, Victor joined the OPC musical family at age 
10 and was a founding member of the Frederick Douglass Youth Ensemble, the organization’s pre-professional ensemble 
that debuted at Art + Soul in 2009. Confirmed headliners include Jonah Melvon and Adesha ─ R&B/conscious hip hop 
artists and siblings from Oakland on Saturday ─ and Victor’s Village, a special showcase featuring musicians who loved 
and worked with Victor, curated by Bay Area hip hop artists SOL Development on Sunday. Performances on the 
Emerging Artists Stage will take place both days of the festival, also featuring Union de la Bahia, Ajai Kasim, Sean Huang 
Ensemble, and The Void on Saturday; Barbara Deveaux, Genius Wesley, Jayla Hernandez, and Oaktown Jazz Workshop 
on Sunday. A separate announcement about this new festival stage with more details on the artists will be issued soon. 
 
Art + Soul Oakland 2019 takes place in downtown Oakland Saturday, July 27 and Sunday, July 28, from noon to 6 p.m., 
centered in and around Frank H. Ogawa Plaza. Advance tickets are available for purchase online for just $12 Adults and 
$6 Seniors (65 & older). Festivalgoers can save even more with two-day tickets available through advance purchase only. 
At the door, admission will be $15 Adults and $9 Seniors (65 & older). Ages 18 and under enjoy free admission (no ticket 
required).  
 
Art + Soul Oakland 2019 is Northern California’s most accessible festival with direct service via both BART’s 12th Street 
City Center station and AC Transit, in addition to $5 parking in the adjacent City Center West Garage, 12th Street at 
Martin Luther King Jr., Way. Free attended bicycle parking will be available (please bring your own lock). 
 
Art + Soul Oakland 2019 is produced by Heart of the Town Events in association with the City of Oakland and Oakland 
Central.  Major sponsors include Effen Vodka, Visit Oakland, Amtrak San Joaquins, and KBLX 102.9 FM.    
 
For tickets and information, including the 2019 lineup, visit www.ArtandSoulOakland.com or call 510-550-4804.  

 
# # # 

MEDIA CONTACT: 

Art + Soul Oakland - Samee Roberts, Executive Producer, 510-550-4804, ext. 1 or samee@heartofthetownevents.org 

Editor’s Note: Images for editorial use are available via e-mail through the media contact listed above or download at 
http://artandsouloakland.com/news 
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