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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
July 24, 2019 

Downtown Street Closures Planned for Oakland’s 19th Annual Art + Soul Festival 
 

Oakland, Calif. – In preparation for the City of Oakland’s 19th Annual Art + Soul Festival, event organizers will 

close a few streets in downtown Oakland. As with past years, minimal impacts are anticipated. Art + Soul 

Oakland will be held Saturday, July 27 and Sunday, July 28, 2019, from noon to 6:00 p.m. in downtown 

Oakland, centered in and around Frank Ogawa Plaza. 

 

The festival street closures will take place in two parts ─ the first starting at 9:00am on Thursday, July 25 

and include: 

 Jefferson from 11th to 12th Streets 

 

The remaining street closures will begin at 9:30 a.m. on Friday, July 26, 2019 and include: 

 14th Street from Broadway to Martin Luther King Jr. Way 

 Clay Street from 11th to 16th streets 

 12th Street from Broadway to Jefferson 

 Jefferson Street from 11th to 15th streets 

 

All of these streets will re-open in time for the morning commute on Monday, July 29. All downtown parking 

garages will remain open and accessible on Friday, July 27. AC Transit riders are encouraged to check bus stops 

for detour information. 

 

Tens of thousands of music, dance and art lovers from all over the Bay Area will flock to Oakland for a festive 

weekend of local culture, creativity, and civic pride. Oakland’s beloved 19th annual Art + Soul festival 

welcomes home two-time Grammy® winner Fantastic Negrito who will co-headline along with Grammy® 

winning R&B artist Estelle. The festival’s powerful something-for-everyone lineup also features Oakland 

favorites Agape Soul, SOL Development, Jonah Melvon, Grammy® nominees Alphabet Rockers, a parade 

with SambaFunk! and more. The annual Community of Unity Gospel Stage returns on Saturday, the West 

Coast Blues Society Showcase heats up the stage for Fantastic Negrito on Sunday, and back-by-popular 

demand, Jazz Mafia returns with an all-star local lineup on Sunday. Also, a new Emerging Artists Stage 

curated by the Oakland Public Conservatory of Music will be dedicated in loving memory of Victor 

McElhaney.  

 

The festival’s 2019 lineup can be found at www.artandsouloakland.com. 

 

Other highlights include the high-flying annual Turf Dance Battle, World/Urban Dance Showcase, Kinetic 

Arts Center circus stage; a huge Family Fun Zone; Artisan Marketplace; scores of food vendors cooking up 

everything from down-home BBQ to global and fusion cuisine; plus beer, wine, and specialty cocktails.  

 

http://www.artandsouloakland.com/
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Art + Soul Oakland 2019 takes place in downtown Oakland Saturday, July 27 and Sunday, July 28, from 

noon to 6 p.m., centered in and around Frank H. Ogawa Plaza. Advance tickets are available for purchase online 

for just $12 Adults and $6 Seniors (65 & older). Festivalgoers can save even more with two-day tickets 

available through advance purchase only. At the door, admission will be $15 Adults and $9 Seniors (65 & 

older). Ages 18 and under enjoy free admission (no ticket required).  

 

Art + Soul Oakland 2019 is Northern California’s most accessible festival with direct service via both BART’s 

12th Street City Center station and AC Transit, in addition to $5 parking in the adjacent City Center West 

Garage, 12th Street at Martin Luther King Jr., Way. Free attended bicycle parking will be available (please 

bring your own lock). 

 

Art + Soul Oakland 2019 is produced by Heart of the Town Events in association with the City of Oakland 

and Oakland Central.   

 

For tickets and information, including the 2019 lineup, visit www.ArtandSoulOakland.com or call 510-550-

4804.  

 

# # # 

 

MEDIA CONTACT: 

 

Art + Soul Oakland - Samee Roberts, Executive Producer, 510-550-4804, ext. 1 or 

samee@heartofthetownevents.org 

 

Editor’s Note: Images for editorial use are available via e-mail through the media contact listed above or 

download at http://artandsouloakland.com/news 
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